
 

 

The DeReve Guide To 

Heating  Your Home 

 



 

 

Choosing the right system to provide heat and hot water for your home is a minefield of choices. 

This short guide will help you pick your way through them and help you choose the right system 

to suit your home and lifestyle. 

With high gas, electricity and oil prices looking like they are here to stay, it’s more important than 

ever that we heat our homes in the most efficient way. 

Using less energy is the best way to cut your bills but this doesn’t mean having to live in a cold, 

dark home. 

Here at DeReve, we can supply range of heating solutions to commercial and domestic 

properties; whether it is a full central heating system, renewable energy or a wood burning stove.  

This Guide is comprises of sections on: 

Central Heating 

  ~  Gas Fired Central Heating 

  ~  Electric Central Heating 

  ~  Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) Central Heating 

  ~  Oil Fired Central Heating 

  ~  Renewable Energy Heating 

Stoves  



 

 

Central Heating: 

Central Heating is the basic heating system for 

most properties in the UK. 

The heating system consists of two parts: the 

part that generates the heat (the boiler) and the 

part that distributes the heat around the home, 

(radiators or warm air). 

Heat is required in two forms; for keeping you warm and for hot water. So the simplest system 

consist of a boiler to generate the heat, which will heat the water in the system, a pump to move 

the water around, a few radiators and a hot water cylinder to store water for use as required. 

(Combi boiler systems do not have a hot water system – hot water is supplied ‘on demand’). 

If your house is connected to the national gas grid, you could fit a gas-fired central heating 

system, and this is usually the cheapest option. 

However, 3.6 million households in the UK are not connected to the gas grid and rely on other 

forms of fuel to heat their homes – electricity, liquid petroleum gas (LPG), heating oil or 

renewable sources. 

Gas Central Heating: 

Gas is the most widely used heating fuel in the UK. This is a ‘wet system’, which means that gas 

fired boiler heats water to provide the central heating through radiators and hot water through the 

taps in your home. 

LPG and Heating Oil work in a similar way to gas central heating, but with the LPG or oil being 

delivered to the property by road and stored in a tank. 

Gas is a highly efficient fuel and is often the most economical way to heat your property. 

Modern condensing boilers have a very high efficiency; some are now 90% or more efficient. 

Gas prices are, unfortunately on the rise and are likely to remain high. The UK is no longer self-

sufficient in gas and must compete with growing demand from other countries. 

Installing a gas central heating system from scratch can be expensive and disruptive. If you are 

not on the gas network, connecting your property can also be costly. 

Gas boilers should be serviced annually to ensure that they run efficiently and last as long as 

they should. 

As a fossil fuel, gas produces carbon dioxide when it is burned and can’t be considered a clean 

source of energy. 



 

 

Electric Central Heating: 

If your home isn’t on the gas grid, you could use 

electricity to heat it as nearly every household in the 

UK has access to the electricity grid. 

But electrical heating can be expensive. 

The most cost effective form of electric central heating 

uses night storage heaters. These heaters use 

electricity supplied at the cheaper ‘night-time’ rate 

(often called Economy 7) to heat up special heat-

retaining bricks. These bricks then heat your home using the heat stored in the bricks. 

Night storage heaters give out heat slowly and are designed to keep warm for the whole of the 

day. Cheap rate electricity can also be used to provide hot water via an immersion heater in your 

hot water tank. 

You can also get electric radiators that run off a normal single-rate electricity tariff. However, due 

to the relatively high price of electricity during the day, these can be expensive to run and should 

only be considered if you have a very well-insulated property and won’t have to use them as your 

primary source of heating. 

LPG Central Heating: 

In parts of the UK with no mains gas, some homes use 

liquid petroleum gas (LPG) instead. This is delivered to the 

home by road and stored in tanks. There is very little 

difference between a gas system and a LPG system and 

many boilers designed for mains gas can be converted to 

LPG. 

LPG is a highly efficient fuel, so you get a good return on 

every unit of energy. However, like mains gas, LPG prices 

are on the  are on the rise and are likely to remain high as 

the UK competes with growing demand from other countries. 

As LPG is delivered by road, there is the possibility that you could run out of gas while you wait 

for your next delivery. However, systems that monitor the amount of gas in your tank and 

automatically order new supplies when required, are available. 



 

 

Oil Fired Central Heating: 

Heating oil is very similar to LPG, in that it is 

delivered by road and stored in large tanks. 

It is normally used in a ‘wet’ heating system where 

an oil-fired boiler heats water, which provides 

central heating via radiators and hot water through 

the taps in your home. 

Heat-only and combination condensing oil-fired 

boiler types are both available.  

Most oil-fired combination boilers have an internal hot water store to supply domestic hot water 

rather than the instantaneous heating more common in gas boilers. 

Oil is a highly efficient fuel, so you get a good return on every unit of energy.  

Like mains gas, oil prices are on the rise and are likely to remain high as the UK competes with 

growing demand from other countries.  

Installing an oil central heating system from scratch can be expensive and disruptive. The 

storage tank can also be unsightly (although this can be resolved by going for an underground 

tank). 

Oil boilers and heating oil tanks need servicing annually to ensure they run efficiently and last as 

long as they should. 

Most condensing oil-fired boilers are floor standing, so you may have problems trying to find a 

wall-mounted model. They will also need to be plumbed in to allow acidic condensate liquid to 

drain away. 

Oil boilers generally limit the hot water flow rate to ensure the water is as hot as it should be, 

meaning the hot water flow rate is lower than a gas-combi or hot water cylinder system and that 

the hot water temperature will decline as more water is used. 

As a fossil fuel, oil produces carbon dioxide when it’s burned and can’t be considered a clean 

source of energy. 

Biomass Boilers: 

Biomass boilers offer an environmentally sound, heating solution. 

Burning biomass, such as wood pellets or logs, emits the same 

amount of carbon dioxide as is absorbed while the plants were 

growing. Therefore, biomass is classed as carbon-neutral 

renewable energy. 

Biomass boilers burn biomass fuels extremely efficiently and use 

the heat produced to provide heating and hot water. 

They can also be more cost effective and efficient than fossil fuel 

boilers, especially in rural or off mains gas areas. 

For more information, please see the DeReve Guide to Renewable 

Energy. 



 

 

Renewable Energy: 

With high gas and electricity prices and the launch of the Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive, 

there has never been a better time to consider renewable heat technologies such as heat pumps, 

solar water heating and biomass boilers. 

Making your own energy instead of using mains gas, electricity, LPG or oil will not only reduce 

your carbon footprint, it will also mean that you are less dependent on sources of energy that are 

subject to global demand and consequently whose price can fluctuate. 

For more information, please see the DeReve Guide to Renewable Energy. 



 

 

Stoves: 

Wood Burning and Multi-Fuel stoves are designed to be the very 

heart of your home and will give an elegant and stylish addition to 

any living area. 

If this is your first look into the world of Wood Burning or Multi-fuel 

Stoves, it can all seem a little confusing. 

Whether you want to burn solid fuels such as logs, smokeless fuels 

or peat / turf briquettes, or have the ‘switch on’ convenience of gas or 

electricity, DeReve offer a wide range of expertly crafted designs 

from contemporary to traditional, giving you the flexibility required for 

modern day living. 

Consider the role of the stove in your home – some homeowners will purchase a stove to heat a 

certain room in the house; others may want to supply both their domestic hot water and central 

heating while some may simply want to create a stunning, focal point!  

Either way, there are many stoves in various shapes, sizes and fuel types that will not only satisfy 

your heating needs but are also aesthetically pleasing. 

Homeowners looking for a stove to heat up a particular area of the house should measure the 

proposed room first in order to find out the size of the stove required. 

To work out the size of the stove you require, please visit our Stove Calculator at  

www.derevedesign.com/stove-calculator/ 

Gas stoves may be the perfect alternative for homeowners looking for ease and convenience.  

With their highly realistic coal or log fuel effects, the atmosphere created by modern gas stoves is 

exceptional. 

 An electric stove can also open up new possibilities in your home: conservatory, kitchen, dining 

room, bedroom and hallway can all experience the warmth and character of a stove with the 

extra convenience of just plugging the appliance in! 

Once you have considered the role of the stove in your home, you may want to consider the style 

of your appliance to suit the interior decor of your house. 

Whether you live in a modern city apartment or a traditional country cottage, we have a range of 

stoves to suit the outlook and the location of your home.  

Fuel Types: 

DeReve Design offer a wide choice of traditional and 

contemporary wood burning, multi-fuel, gas and electric 

stoves. Homeowners choose their fuel type for many 

reasons – some may choose a wood burner due to its 

carbon neutral benefits whilst others prefer the ease and 

convenience of a gas or an electric stove. 

With modern technology available, homeowners are no 

longer limited to certain stove models for their homes. 

Today, houses without a chimney can also benefit from 

our ranges. 



 

 

So, what is a wood burning stove? 

A wood burning stove is designed to specifically burn wood 

or logs rather than other solid fuels, as the airflow in the 

appliance has been specially constructed to get the best 

performance from wood. 

Internally, a wood burning stove does not have a grate or ash 

pan on the floor of the stove.  

If you plan to burn a combination of materials such as peat or turf briquettes and other smokeless 

fuels in your stove, consider a multi-fuel stove which has a riddling grate.  

Why buy a wood burning stove? 

Today, homeowners are considering buying a wood burning stove for many reasons. 

Owning a wood burning stove helps reduce household costs, especially with consistently rising 

gas and electricity prices.  

Depending on the heat output and the usage, a wood burning 

stove could use just £150 worth of wood per year, but this 

amount should still be significantly less than the cost of gas and 

electricity bills over the same period.  

Another reason to purchase a wood burning stove is the eco-

friendly lifestyle choice it offers many homeowners.  

Wood is better in environmental terms as the amount of carbon 

dioxide released into the atmosphere is approximately the 

same as that absorbed by the tree during growth. 

This term is often referred to as the “carbon neutral process”. 

By using wood as your fuel source for your stove, you are in 

fact offsetting your carbon footprint and becoming carbon-

neutral. 

Multi-Fuel Stoves: 

A multi-fuel stove means you are able to burn a combination of logs, smokeless fuels or peat or 

turf briquettes. 

 Multi-fuel stoves also have a riddling grate which allows ash to be collected into a built-in ash 

pan as these fuels burn best with air entering from beneath the fire and allowing for more efficient 

combustion. 

Multi-fuel Stoves have all the advantages of a wood burning stove with the added convenience of 

being able to burn a variety of other types of fuel. 

Gas Stoves: 

If a solid fuel stove isn’t suitable for your home or your needs, many gas 

stoves can provide an aesthetically pleasing alternative or be your 

preferred method of fuel for a stove.  

Featuring the same or very similar styling, many of our gas stoves are 

based on their solid fuel equivalents. 



 

 

Gas stoves offer a combination of convenience and ambient warmth from a switch of a button.  

Developed by innovative engineers, gas stoves have highly realistic fire effects with either log or 

coal fuel beds. The convenience a switch allows you to experience the warmth and the beautiful 

dancing flames instantly. 

Most gas stoves can also be upgraded to operate via a remote control, including a version that 

features a thermostat and programmable time periods just like central heating. 

Electric Stoves: 

The versatility of an electric stove means that you can install easily and use instantly. 

The electric stoves we supply are highly efficient and come in a variety of designs from traditional 

to modern to suit all pockets and locations – without the 

need of a chimney!  

Based on their solid fuel equivalents, you can enjoy the 

aesthetics of the stoves with the convenience of a switch.  

These electric stoves produce realistic fire effects. With 

many of the designs the heater controls for each stove are 

discreetly located under the stove and can be operated 

using the supplied remote. 

The beauty of an electric stove is that you can enjoy the 

flame visual without the heat output – perfect for those 

warmer evenings! 

What are the latest stove designs? 

The extensive designs from many wood burning stove 

manufacturers have allowed homeowners to select 

from a variety of models.  

Whether you are looking to upgrade your existing 

wood burning stove or thinking of installing in a city 

apartment, there are wood burning stoves for all types 

of home. 

You can even install a wood burning stove in 

properties without chimneys by using fully sealed twin 

wall flue systems! 

With both Traditional and Contemporary styles of 

stove available, a visit to the showroom will be well 

worth while. 

Hot Water & Central Heating? 

If you are looking to invest in a wood burning stove that can heat up both your domestic hot water 

and central heating, we are able to offer a wide selection of contemporary and traditional boiler 

stoves to suit your home.  

Some models can even be purchased at a lower VAT rate. With the growing interest in becoming 

more eco-friendly, the Government has introduced the ‘Energy-Saving Materials’ scheme which 

allows homeowners to buy certain appliances at a VAT of just 5%.  



 

 

No Chimney? 

Properties without chimneys now also have the choice to add a 

wood burning stove. 

A twin-wall flue pipe system allows rooms without chimneys to 

enjoy the benefits of a wood burning stove. Homeowners can 

even choose from a selection of twin wall components to suit 

both internal and external aesthetics of their home. 

Another major development in stove design is the ability to 

install a wood burning stove in homes that are in major towns 

and cities often referred to as “Smoke Control Areas”.  

These homes are not allowed to emit any smoke from their 

chimney when using a wood burning stove, therefore, homes 

within the Smoke Control Areas that have a non-exempt 

appliance may only burn a list of authorised fuels that can be found on the DEFRA website. 

Installation? 

Once you have found a suitable wood burning stove for your home, it is important that you have it 

professionally installed. 

The installation has to be carried out safely, efficiently and 

adhere to installation compliance.  

Using an accredited HETAS installer means that your 

installation and servicing is carried out properly by a 

trained and competent individual. 

To conclude, there are many positive benefits of owning a 

wood burning stove. Not only will it enable you to reduce 

your monthly outgoings but it will also provide your home 

a carbon neutral, wholly sustainable heat source! 

The importance of a site survey: 

When installing a new stove, or updating an old one, a site survey will help you to find the best 

type of appliance, flue system and location of the stove for your home, as well as providing you 

with an accurate quotation of cost. 

Before purchasing your new stove, we highly recommend that you have a site survey carried out 

to establish the appliance’s suitability to your home.  

A site survey needs to be completed by a suitably qualified engineer (HETAS registered installer) 

before installing any stove to your home.  

You can arrange this by calling DeReve Design on 01942 568 688 

During a typical site survey, our engineer will take into consideration the appropriate heat output 

for the room, the relevant location within the house and the most suitable flue system for your 

stove. 

If you are currently replacing an existing stove, the survey will look at the requirements of the 

Building Regulations or recommend any changes that have to be made to comply.  
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If the installation is new, the site survey will identify the requirements for the hearth, flue system, 

ventilation and clearances to any combustible materials to maintain safe use.  

Finally: 

One of the basic pleasures of modern life is the heated home with hot water ‘on tap’. 

DeReve will achieve what you want with the absolute minimum of fuss. 


