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A straight forward guide to 

help plan your new bathroom 



 

 

Welcome to the DeReve Bathroom Guide: 

It’s a place to getaway, a calming space and a 

place to retreat from the hurly-burly of everyday 

life. 

We’re not talking about an exotic holiday resort 

– but the Bathroom – that room with a toilet, a 

bath, a basin and possibly a shower. 

An ideal space to create a delightful place you 

can visit a couple of times each day, without 

ever leaving your house. 

In fact, the bathroom is the only room in your house, where you can safely lock the door for a 

short time, to escape the noises of life, the stresses of the day and possibly the attention of small 

children. 

The bathroom is generally one of the smaller rooms in the house. This has benefits as well as 

challenges when it comes to updating your existing bathroom suite or buying a completely new 

one. 

However, being smaller you can achieve a fresh new look in less time and with less effort than if 

you are working on a larger room. 

This handy guide will help you assess your current space, your everyday needs and give you 

some ideas on fixtures and materials that will make your bathroom an ideal retreat. 

We’ll help you set some objectives for your bathroom project, help with some ideas on 

personalising the space to suit your needs and inspire you with designs that appeal to all tastes. 

As with any bathroom project, planning & budgeting are the critical first steps.  

We’ll look at how to organise the layout, learn how to deal with the ventilation and make 

decisions on the vast array of fixtures and fittings available. 

Bathrooms are becoming more than a place to bathe. 

Today’s homeowners are turning their bathrooms into relaxing sanctuaries, complete with 

furniture, televisions, fireplaces and more. 



 

 

How do you use the bathroom? 

Firstly – which bathroom will you be working on? Is it your en-suite, the family bathroom or the 

cloakroom in the hall? 

Each have their own problems – but the same questions need to be asked regarding each of 

them. 

How many times a day do you enter the bathroom and 

make use of the available facilities? 

Do you retreat to the bath to soak and read a book while 

sipping on a glass of wine? 

Do you rush through a shower in the early morning and 

share the basin with your partner while trying to get 

ready for work? 

Bathrooms are much more personal spaces that 

kitchens. So when designing the area for yourself and 

your family, you want to make sure it is personal from 

the start. 

Do you want more private space for the toilet, and how 

is the ventilation working in that space? 

How old are you? Are you planning on staying in your 

current home and how will your needs change as you 

get older?  

Will your bathroom be able to accommodate these needs? You can design in features that cater 

for the aging home owner, such as grab rails that act as towel racks and shower cubicles that 

have no step to get into. 

How many children will use the bathroom? What ages are they? Teenage daughters can spend 

an amazing time in the bathroom! 

Answering these questions and others like 

them during the planning process will 

determine how your bathroom must work for 

you and your family. 

Always “Think Big” and when designing your 

dream space – it is far easier to scale back 

than try to add features that you didn’t think of 

first time around. 



 

 

Designing Your Space: 

Planning an efficient layout and following a few design guidelines can help ensure you end up 

with a stylish bathroom that’s safe, functional and comfortable. 

To make a start on working out exactly what you can and can’t do, you will need to measure your 

bathroom and make a note of where the existing water pipes, waste and central heating pipes 

are.  

Also check on any electrical wiring. There should be no sockets in the bathroom – but there may 

be wall lights as well as a ceiling light. 

Draw a ‘to-scale’ drawing on graph paper, noting down all the location of the windows and doors, 

radiators and pipes. 

If you are not undertaking the project yourself – the scale drawing doesn’t have to accurate to the 

millimetre – but it will help you when you go to the Bathroom Showroom, so that you don’t buy 

anything too big to fit in. 

Ventilation – if there are no windows, you will have to include an extractor fan to vent out the 

steam and condensation. If not mould and damp can quickly turn and room uninhabitable. 

Shower Only or Small Bath 

All the plumbing being on one wall saves materials and labour 

costs. 

With only sink and a shower or a small bath, this is a popular 

and practical layout. 

 

Full Bath /Shower Over 

This combination is a good choice for many small bathrooms.  

The toilet is kept partly separated from the rest of the space.  

There may even be space for a longer vanity top with two 

sinks. 

 

 

Full Bath / Shower Separate 

The full size bath is framed in an alcove with end shelves. 

The double vanity basins are in a full length top and the 

walk in shower saves money because it doesn’t require a 

door. 

To ensure that your bathroom is functional, comfortable 

and safe, make sure that there is room to comfortably 

move around the fixtures. 

Depending on the scope of the project, the toilet, sink and 

bath will usually have to be placed where the existing 

plumbing is already. 

 



 

 

Things to Think About: 

Once you get a better idea of what you want to achieve in your bathroom, explore some ideas 

that suit your needs and budget. Take a look around some bathroom showrooms and look at 

some ideas in the glossy lifestyle magazines – they will all give ideas that you can work into your 

project. 

Baths: 

Baths can be free standing or fitted. 

Fitted baths tend to be more practical if you have a smaller 

room, and it is possible to buy a very cheap one, if you are 

on a tight budget. 

Whereas, nothing makes more of a statement than a 

glamorous free standing bath. These come in a variety of 

designs, from old-fashioned, claw foot with a full ‘roll-top’ to 

minimalist, modern styles. They will be more expensive than 

a fitted bath, but do add that touch of luxury. 

Whichever type of bath you decide on, always climb in the bath and try it out before making any 

decisions. 

You will feel silly – but you will feel worse if you spend hundreds of pounds on a bath you are not 

comfortable sitting in. 

Baths can be made of many materials, the most popular being acrylic and cast-iron. 

Cast iron baths are the most durable and long lasting, but they are extremely heavy; even a small 

bath may need extra floor support.  

Acrylic baths have a high-gloss look that is similar to a cast-iron enamelled bath, but they weigh a 

lot less. The baths come in a variety of thicknesses, the thicker the bath the less prone it is to 

flexing when full of water. 

Fibreglass baths are cheaper again, and also feature a glossy easy to clean surface, but they are 

not as durable and may crack if something is dropped on it. 

Showers: 

You can have a shower over the bath, with a curtain or shower screen to keep the water in, or 

have totally freestanding shower. 

There is electric, power, mixer and digital showers all offering a different experience. Talk with 

the showroom experts to help guide you through the choices. 

If having a bath is not very important to you, you can, sometimes make better 

use of the space by having a large shower unit and no bath. 

Digital showers create a personalised shower based on the bather’s 

preferences of temperature and water delivery. 

Whether the bather is 6 or 60, anyone could use the security of a grab bar in 

the shower. Sleek grab bars can double as towel rails, and there are modern 

options that will complement the overall look of your bathroom. 

A seat or small bench in the shower can be a perfect addition. 



 

 

Basins: 

Bathroom Basins come in a vast array of shapes, styles 

and designs. Most basins will sit on a pedestal and are 

freestanding, but more modern styles sit within a 

cupboard or storage unity. These vanity unit styles offer 

useful storage space underneath the basin. 

A new trend is for vessel basins, which look like a bowl 

sitting on top of a worktop. 

Other areas to take into consideration are basin height and the material it is made from. You 

should choose something that is hardwearing and easy to clean. And if you live in a hard water 

area – something that won’t show water marks. 

Vitreous china is inexpensive and cleans easily, but can chip. Stone and enamelled cast iron are 

durable but heavy. 

Choose material that will complement the bathroom look and feel. 

Make sure you measure up to see that the basin you choose will fit into your bathroom and 

remember that the taps will have a visual effect as the look of the basin itself. 

Taps: 

Bath and Basin taps need to look great, operate smoothly 

and stand up to daily abuse. 

Choose a style and finish that compliments your basin and 

bath, but pay attention to their function and durability. 

Tap styles range from ornate Victorian styles to taps with 

ultramodern streamlined looks. 

There are taps with retro cross-shaped handles, taps with 

levers, two lever models and single lever styles. There are 

even taps with no levers at all.  

Choose the taps that work for you. 

Toilets: 

Certainly not the most glamorous aspect of designing your bathroom, but over the years, your 

toilet will get a lot of use, so it is important to buy the right one. 

There are a huge variety of shapes and styles to choose from – wall-

hung, back-to-wall, close-coupled and corner toilets are all available.  

And you can also buy a soft-close seat which won’t slam down when 

you close the lid. (Check whether your toilet comes with a seat when 

buying it – some do, but not all.) 

Toilets also come with a variety of flushes – dual flush, power flush or 

gravity flush to name but a few. Your choice will affect your water 

usage as well as how powerful and effective the flush is. 

Don’t forget to add a bidet if you have the space and want to have the 

complete bathroom ‘look’. 



 

 

Flooring: 

You can use anything you want for 

your bathroom floor, as long as it’s 

waterproof and won’t get too slippery 

when wet. 

These days most people opt for tiles, 

sheet or tiled vinyl or laminate. 

It is also possible to have a hardwood 

floor – but it will have to be well treated 

and not left wet. 

Sheet or tiled vinyl is warm, soft 

underfoot, durable and water-resistant. 

There is a wide range of patterns, 

many with realistic textures that copy 

the look and feel of wood or stone. 

Tiles add elegance and durability, but can be slippery when wet and often require professional 

installation. A textured finish is bests for floor and the base of a tiled shower. 

Nothing says luxury like stepping onto a warm tile floor after a hot shower or bath. Heating wires 

can be placed below the tiles for a very reasonable cost. 

Tiling: 

Tiles are generally water-resistant and if they chip or crack can be 

replaced. (Always buy a few extra!) 

Ceramic, marble and glass tiles are all available offering a wide 

variety of colours and textures. 

Mixing accent and field tiles can help you create a custom look. 

Large-format tiles will make the bathroom look bigger, while running the tiles to the ceiling will 

give an impression of height. 

Remember to use floor tiles for the floor and wall tiles for the wall. 

Tiles require very little maintenance, but the grout may become discoloured over the years and 

may have to be resealed or redone. 

Lighting: 

A good lighting plan will make your bathroom really shine. 

In recent years bathrooms have become more than just a space to 

use the toilet and wash your hands. 

Now they can be luxurious rooms for relaxing and recharging. As 

such they need an efficient lighting plan that includes task lighting in 

grooming areas and overall lighting that sets the mood. 

Instead of a traditional central light fitting, which will cast shadows 

on the face, opt for vertical lights either side of the mirror. 



 

 

Ventilation: 

Efficient ventilation will help ensure healthy indoor-air quality. 

Extractor fans are especially important in today’s airtight 

homes. They help keep the moisture levels down and help 

prevent the growth of mould and mildew. 

It is best to vent the exhaust outside your home, rather than 

between floor joists or into an unheated attic, where the 

humidity can lead to mould that damages floors, walls and 

ceiling materials. 

Extras: 

Heated towel rails and a flat screen TV can create a relaxing 

environment in any bathroom.  

The towel rail will ensure that your towels are warm and dry 

after your bath or shower. Plus they keep your towels fresh 

longer by reducing mildew and allergens. 



 

 

How much will it Cost: 

Expect the unexpected - you will always spend 

more than your budget – the secret is to keep that 

overage within reason. (Add at least 20%) 

There is a fine line between looking luxurious and 

spending every penny you’ve got; in fact a single 

wrong decision on a fixture or finish can cost you 

thousands of pounds more than you thought you 

would spend. 

However, the good news is that there is almost nothing you can’t do on a budget because the 

manufacturers offer such a wide range of fixtures and fittings that will fit your plans. 

At this stage it will be advisable to talk with a bathroom specialist, who will be able to help you 

with the design. 

They will also be able to quote for the total project or to just supply the fixtures and fittings. 

Make sure you have chosen everything, down to the light fittings before you begin the project, if 

you don’t – the costs can run away with you. 

Don’t forget that using a professional might not save any money – but they will give you a realistic 

time line in which the job will be completed. 

DIY projects can seem to go on forever. 

To keep you on track, remember these five points: 

i Have firm goals and stick to them. It can be very easy 

to get distracted by all the glamorous products for sale, but 

they can quickly derail your budget. 

ii Bring in the professionals – they will always save you 

money in the long run. 

iii Keep the building work as simple as possible, don’t try 

and move load bearing walls, or reroute all the plumbing or 

electrics. Changing rooflines, windows, adding arches or 

curved walls will all bump up the cost. 

iv Try and keep to stock sizes and colours, and shop 

around for the best deal. 

v Keep any changes to a minimum. Changes to layouts, 

plumbing or electrics midway through the project is a sure 

way to pay for the work twice over. 

The Project: 

Take the time to consider the details of how the construction work will be carried out – from what 

work you might think about doing yourself to schedules of what parts will be completed when. 

There is always mess and upheaval during a bathroom project. Prepare mentally and emotionally 

– it doesn’t look pretty. You can suddenly find yourself worried about how it will all come together. 
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Try and establish a project timeline and schedule. Outline the sequence of each step of the 

project, and note who will be doing the work and the materials needed. Ensure that all the 

products are onsite when they’re ready to be installed to avoid uncertainty and confusion. 

Control the dust and mess by sealing off the bathroom with plastic sheeting and during the 

project clean the rest of the house regularly as the dust will get everywhere. 

Keep children away from the project site. 

Small children are naturally curious, power tools, electrical wires and pipes are all items to be 

explored, but can pose serious dangers to them. Shut or lock doors to the working area. Extra 

trips to the park or to the grandparents can help keep the children out of harm’s way. 

Maintain a functional toilet. If you have a number of bathrooms, make sure one is operational at 

all times to minimise inconvenience and disruption. If you must shut down all the toilets for an 

extended time, consider moving into a hotel for a short period. 

And finally, if you have had contractors in to do the work – have a walk round and ensure that all 

the work has been carried out before making the final payment. 

Enjoy your new bathroom! 


